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General HMangouk's Order.
From the N. Y. Tribune.

General Hansook, commander of the Mili-
Sary District embracing Louisiana aod Toxas,
Jas révoked the order jasned In August by
Beneral BSheridan, allowiag all 1uginterad
Yoters, irrespective of volor, to be placed on
the jury lst, provided they poisess tho. requl-
glte qualifioations of property and lntelligence.
General Hancock's order purports to ba mada
with the view of eonforming to the ‘‘Constitn-
tion” of the Btate of Louisiana, a thing
which, if it had any existence, would super-
gede Gemeral Hancock's authority altogether.

1t is only because the Pregident has proclaimed
4hat Looisiana has no civil government, and,
therefors, no Constitution, and Congress has
relterated the same statement, that Geperal
Hancock is not & usurper and & despot. If he
wishes to issue an order that no negroes shail
it on juries, he ought to have the manliness
and honesty to do it openly. No Stats Con-
stitution of Lonisiana has any imore authority

Trance, to whioh the territory of Lounisiana
once Lelonged. Just as the President, while
trampling under foov the Constitutions of all
the Southern States, pretended to obey them
in the single point of excluding black men
frofn voting, so General Hancock, while holding
Lhis very office under & law which declares that
thie Southern States have no civil govermuents,
and therefore no constitutions, yet appeals to
{lio ghoat of Lonisiana's dead Constitution as
if it were 8 living law.

The fact that many of the colored eilizens
of Lounisiana have not sufficient intelligence to
#it on juries, forms no justifioation for General
Hancock’s order. Color is not even an ave-
yoge test, Many of the white citizens of
Louisiana are Incompetent from want of intal-
ligence, while many of the colored citizens
are thoroughly competent.  In New Orleans,
there are large numbers of rich and intelligent
oolored men, Prior to the Rebellion, the fres
oolored population of New Orleans averaged

reater wealth in proportion to their numb-rs
Enn the white, On the other hand, there are
seclndad parishes in Loujsiana where the
heathenizm brought by the imported Africans
oenturies ago, aud forgotten by thelr descend-
ants, has spread to the ignorant whites. Had
General Hancock based his order on a qualifl-
cation either of property or intelligence, it
might have been sustained. As it is, it looks
as if ke hind entered the lists as a competitor
with Andrew Johnson, Horatio Saymour, John
T, Hoffman, and George B, McClellan for the
next Presidential nomination.

Alabama Reconstructing.
From the N, ¥, Tribune,

The entire American people have looked
with natural interest to the Recounstruction
Convention for Alabama, which has just closed
its gession at Montgomery, In the same room
where, six years ago, the Confederate Rebal-
lion in behalf of buman bondage was organ-
ized into a pretended national government,
were assembled one hundred representatives
of that pertion of the people of Alabama who
love liberty and the Union;engaged in the
‘ofirst effort to constroct & State government on
the bLasis of the political equality of all men,
Among them were sixteen legislators who were
formerly slaves, The coincidence of place, be-
tween the lnauguration of the Confederaoy,
whose corner-stone was slavery, and of the
reconstruction policy, whose corner-stone is
equalily, is one of the most significant in
history. The Convention was regarded
by the conservative party of Alabama with
an effort at contempt, which utterly failed,
for want of anything in the proceedings
of the Convention to which the contempt even
of its enemies could attach. After it had
adopted & puflrage policy so liberal towards the
Rebels as to disarm all criticism, the only
hope of the Conservativea was to foroe the
question of color on the Convention in some
embarrassing form. An ordinance requiring
common carriers thronghout the State to
muke no distinction or separation in the con
veyance of black and white prasungers was re-
ferred to the Judiciary Committes. An ordi-
nance providing separale schools for white and
eolored children was voted down by 55 to 27,
and instead thereof a seotion was adopted de-
olaring that the Board of Education should
provide ome or more #chools in each
gohool district, at which all the chil-
dren of the said district should attsnd
free of charge, This leaves o the Board of
Hducation in eselr district to decide whether
black and white shall be educated in the same
or different schools. A Dureau of Industrial
Resources for collecting and publishing statis-
tics caloulated to promote the buosiness of the
Btate and encourage immigration has been
proposed, and wa belieye adopted. The Con-
veuotion, after n long and close struggle, linally
voted to make all judiclal ofices in the State
elective. An ordinance to probibit marriages
between white sud black was defeated. The
statement that Geuveral Pope had written let-
ters urging the Convention to vlose ita {:rm‘euﬂ-
inge a8 00D a8 possible, if true, probably indi-
cates only the anxiety of that officer for an
early submisgion of its werk to the peopls, 5o
that the Btate may apply for admission to Con-

ceived the thirty-two frst sections of the I]»m-
osed Constitution, which is now complete.
’th-.-y nre framed with care and ability, and
contain nothing of which any friend of Union
and Uberty will disapprove. On Decomber §
the Convention, by a vote of 67 yeasto 10
nuys, adopted the Constitution, and by a vote
©of 66 yeas to 13 nays, provided for its submis-
glon 4o the people. The vote for and against
the Constitution, and for the State and county
officers aud Representatives in Congrass, will
be Leld on the dth of February, 1508, wnder
the orders of the Commanding-(iensral of the
distriet, all retumms 1o be made to the Prosi-
deut of the Convention, who will issue cer-
tifioaten of election 49 the eandidates
elected. The laller will untar oun. the
duties of their offices a8 woon as the Stwee
shall be admitted into the Union. At the

ro election all adnlt mals vitizons. with-
ont distinetion of color, will vote, exeupt those
who, having&:avionaly taken an offlvial oatl
to support Constitution of the Unjred
Btates, violatad their oath by jolniog in
Rebellion. Even these may vole if they have
alded In the reconstruction propesed by Con.
greas, and aocept the political equality of all
men bufore the law, Beventeen members of
the Conventisn voled and protested against
the Copstitation. If a majority of the regis-
tered electors of Alabama shall vote, and if a
majority of those who vote shall vote for the
Constitution thus adopted, there oan be no
doubt of the leyally of the Stale govermment
and Members o{ Congress who will be elscted
under it. There geems to be every prospeot,
herefore, that the Btate of Alabama will be

over (ieneral Hanoock than have the laws of |

grees during the present session. We have re- |

represatited in the present Congrens, and will
l-ai ready to vote al J:Tu--xt Presidential aleo
tion. s Alabsma Couventlon in watitied to
the gratitnde of the rountry far the earnestness
and promptuess it has dis layed in th:.- worlk
of reconstruction, and we ‘hope the Convon-
tions o other Houthern States will dizplay
equal business ability and despatoh.

————

The Revenue aud Hetremchm nt—Mr,
Hooper's Mian

From the N. Y. Times.

Mr. Hoopur's proporition 1o reduce the reve-
nue from fnternal taxes to 300,000,000, aud
10 keep the aggregats of appropristions within
that amount, may be too summary and sweep-
ing to please timid f(ovanclers, but it will
doubiless commend itsell to the favor of those
who hold that decisive messures are necessary

to save the couniry from disaster. The ap-
proved form of proceeding might, perhaps, be
gomewhat different, We ghonld have long
snd indefiuite inguiries tonching the posasi-
Lilities of reduction nnder the respoctive forma
of income and expenditore.

There would be paring here, and modifioa-

tion there, and vague soggestions as to what
wight hereafter be attempted in other quar-
tere. The Department estimates would be
taken for granted, and these would absolutely
reguinte the taxation to be levied. Mr.
Hooper reverses matlers, and handles them
more roughly. He asked Congress, in the
first place, to affirm the sufliviency of a reve-
nue from given sources not over 00,000 000;
then he insists that the Commities on Ways
nnd Means ghall out down taxes until they
yield, as calculated, £300,000,000, and no
more; and then he requires the Committeés on
Appropriations to diminish the expenditures
until they be brought within what is thus to
be made the entire available income for the
year,
" Tus adoption of this short and decisive
mode of effecting reforms will dispose of
many embarrassing gquestions, It cats all
red-tape bandages al the outset, and throws
on the committess the duty of giving effuot
to the will of the House, instead of attempt-
ing to subordinate its policy to their plsnos.
We can understand the shock which Mr.
Hooper's bluntwess will infliot upon the
nervous gentlomen whose Investigations
nsually end in showing “how wnot to do
it."' They will shrink with horror from a
motion which fixes the maximum cost of
carrying on the Government, and so directly
saves the diflerence between that sum and
the snm which the present system of tazation
extracts from the people’s pocketa. The dis-
cage is desperate, however, and ealls for
promptitnde and vigor in the applivation of
remedies. Aud no remedy could well be
more effioacions than one which, like Mr.
Hooper's, provides for the reduction of taxa.
tion to a degree that will be beneficially felt
by every interest.

To appreciate the extent of the reform
which g}r Hoeper invitga the House to in-
augurate, it is only necessary to glance at the
total revenue, realized and estimated, 8s given
by the Seoretary of the Treasury. These are
the figures, derived from Lis report just pub-
lished:—

1867, year ending June 30............... ... $450 634,010
1808, year endiog June d0........ v 417,161 128
1568, year ending Juns 8. s 951,000 000

Compared with the last fiscal year, Mr.
Hooper’s reduction would amount to upward
of §190,000,000, while for the ourrent year it
would be over £117,000,000, These amounts
respectively represent the excess of burdens
beyond what we may hereatter be required to
carry. The differance between the proposed
aggregate and the aggregate cutuputug by Mr.
McCulloch for the next fiscal yenr—g81,000,000
—i8 the troe measare of Mr. Hooper's reform.
This it is which we may hope to see saved if a
thorough system of retrenchment be enjoined
upon those whe are respousible for the esti-
mates, To leave the subject to them, or to
allow Mr. MeCulloch to encumber ocurrent
wants with anticipatory payments on account
of the national debt, would be to lussen indeil-
nitely the chances of retrenchment.

In proposing thus arbitrarily to strike
£51,000,000 from Mr. McCullooh’s estimated
receipts for the next year. Mr. Hooper does
bat reflect the universal desire for a large and
jmmedinte reduction of taxes. No other sab-
jeut pessesses half the interest which attaches
to this; on none else is public opinion so con-
centrated or inflexible. On the corrency
juestion diflerences of opinion oreap in to
woderate the energy with which legislators
way address themselves to fta solution; but
on this qguestion of taxation the people are
agreed. They demand that routine shall not
obstruct retrenchment, and that the reduc-
tion of taxes shall be large enough to afford
quick and tangible relief, Whether measured
by the enormous revenue of the last or the
current year, the reduction to §300,000,000
will obviously meet this réquirement. Aund
no one can doubt that the saving begun by
General Grant may easily extended in
other departments, until the entire expendi-
turs of the Government be below the assigued
§ 300, GO0, GO,

To those who hesitate in regard to Mr.
Hooper's proposition, we wounld suggest the
expediency of some very large rednotion of
tazes a8 the most effective means of stifling
the movement for repudiation, General But-
ler’s sgitation, having bad no visible provoca-
tion, wears the air of simple mischisf, Mr.
Pendleton’s, on the other hand, takes ilg rise
in the prevailing impatience under oppres-
sive taxation, and derives whatever strength
it porsenses fromfthe unwillinguess—perhaps
we might gay the inability—ol the people to
endure burdens whioh oripple and distress

them, Excessive taxation s the evil to
which My, Peudleton and others point in
justification of popular disvontent. By re-

ducing tazstion, the refore, from #4950, 000,000,
or even 2417 000000, to S300, 000,000, more
than material relief will be afforded. The

| temptation to eeek succor by disturbing the

contracts with the public creditor will be re-
moved; the grievance of taxation will no longer
be #0 enormons as 1o prompt rough-and-resdy
methods of espape: and the operations of the
Government will necessarily be purged of the
extravagance and ocorruption which now irri-
tate and disgust the country, By all means,
then, let Mr, Hooper’s resolution, or some-
thivg equivalent to it, be adopted. By no
other oourse wmay help be so effectually ren-
dered 1o the people; by none will the appeals
of . the repudiator be so surely or so happily
conntornoted, :

e R——
Popular Education ia Polltivs,
From the N, Y, Indepenidens,

Ignorance and knowledge, when predicated
of the masees, are comparativa. Every
rational being has some knowledge; no one has
8\; few have enough. He who from yearto
Jear attands, through a good part of elsotion
duy, \he poll of his district, may well stand
appalled at the aggrogate of ignorance and vice
whioh enters jyg thecomposition of that popu-
lar verdiot whieh should always bo rendered
under the guidanocs of jntelligence aud virtue,
If there ever was a 1l on the general
well-belng of this peopls Was but slenderly,
remotely affevted by politioal aotion, that time

hae evidently paszed, not soon to returns  Re.
comstruption, fuavce, gurréncy, debl, taxa

tion, eto.,' come home 1o the freside and the
table of rich snud poor allks; taxss—nationsl,
ptate, loval—swallow ap a dith, if got & fourth
of the gains of eapital; the earnings of labor;
end the natarally restdve tempar of the
jeople, thus heavily burdened, proffers rare
ipoitlements  to  finapolal  guackery and
villsiny. The two thonsasd five hun-
dred millions of national debt, sapple
mented by at least lve bundeed gillions
of Btate and local debis, form an aggregate
i arly equivalent to ove-teuth of the property
uf our whole people.  In other words, ha who
Ling property worth in all 2100000 may con

sider it mortgaged to the extent of ten per
cent. by pablio debts; aud, inclnding the car-
rent expentes of Governy ent, he muast expect
to jay twenty per ocent, of hig earulngs in
taxes, This enormons peroentage will be
gradually reduced if wa shall be preserved
from future rebellions and wars. Property is
1apidly sugmenting, while d«bits are being re-
dueed and pald off, so that ths barden of taxn.
tion oan hardly be hall 80 great in 1877 as I
is fu 1567; bot it must for a geveration ba
heavy, and its pressure i3 aggravated by onr
past exemption. Paying taxes is never a de-
light, a luxary: bat he who never felt them
till yesterdny will stagger under them to-day
as he will not to-morrow or next day. And
the ignorant poor man, who is freahly met at
each tumn Ly an excise or an bmpost, will be
apt to lend an openear to the demagogns
who propoges to rid him of the load by means
which he proncunces thoroughly consistent
with public faith and personal honor.

Those whom the national debt overthraw,
of course, hate that debt. It represents the
men and means Lo which the Rebellion was
foreed to snconmb, They onnnot be expected
to kiss with affeotion the rod that simote them,
To “be hung aud pay forty shillings™ used to
be proverbial for sgeverity of pupishment; to
be put down by the strong arm, and taxed to
defray the cost of the digclpline, may be ever
go just and wholesome, but ita subjecta will
naturally be among the last to see and con-
fess it.

Ho with reconstruction generally. That the
recognition and establishment of the right of
enllrage as justly and necessarily inhering in
blacks as well ag whites, is indispensable to
any t:ue and lasting restoration of the na-
tional authority in the States lately in revolt,
is a8 olear ag any proposit'on in mathematios.
Blavery was thes core of the Rebellion, and
whoever this day believes that blacks have no
rights whioh whites are bonnd to respect, is at
henrt & Rebe), whatever his flag or nuiform.
The Rebellion had no meaning, no purposs, no
axonse, but just this, Men fought on esols
gide in onr late struggle who pro-
perly belonged onm the other (and {his
is the ocase in all civil wars); but the
Rebellion meant exactly that slavery
is everywhere and always the rightiul, benefi-
cent relation of the black to the white rave,
aud its maintenance a legitimate, important
function of government. He who belisved
this was at heart with the Rebellion, though
he lived fn Vermont or was a general in the
Union army; he who held the contrary may
have sgerved gallantly in the Confederate
foroes, yet he thanks God to-day (if capubls of
reasoning) that those forces were defeated,
And whoever ig to-day struggling to keep
down the blacks, to deny their right of suf-
frage, and exclude them from all consideration
or power, must feel that the late Confederacy
was mainly intent on doing his work, and be
moved to drop a tear to the memory of Stone-
wall Jackson.

A grest majority of the peopls
righteons and just government; yet many
oiten vote as though they did not. They
virtnally go to the polls blindfolded, sod
vote away their own and their country's
well being, Decanse they are  badly in.
formed. They mean to be good citizens,
but their ignorance pravents. And that
ignorance ia culpable in so0o far as the
means of dispelling it are provided and
acesssible, There 18 not one voler in the
United States who onght not regularly
to take at least one newspaper; for even
those who caonot read should qualify
themsalves to vote by each having a wife,
child, or neighbor read aloud in Tiis hoar-
ing. When a decent weekly can be had
through a year for the price of a summer-
day’s work, no voter can be justiied in doing
without one.

Through one of two channels—the news-
paper or the grogshop—every voter oblains
some knowledge of pablic affaira. Some voters
are familiar with both; but the great majority
depend mainly on the one or the other. And
nine-tenths of those who flnd the facts which
underlie their political convictions and impel
their political actions mainly in the journals
they take and pay for vote the Republican
ticket; while those who glean what they know
of polities mainly from bar-room diseussions
vote against us, And, while good journals
nre abundant and cheap, there are this day
hundreds of thoneands of woters who take no
newspaper whatever,

The claes who live by day-labor almost ani-
formly vote agsinst us. Two-thirds of them
work for Republioans whom they respsct; but,
rending no paper regularly, they take their
politics, directly or in ireuﬁy, from the grog-
shopsd. If half & million of these gould sach be
induced to taks and read a good jonroal, thers
would be at least one hundred thongand mores
Republican votes In the ballot-hoxes next
November. And these votes wonld insure a
Hepublican President and Congress,

I respectiully commend to the half million
readera of the Independont their duty In the
premises, Kach of them might induca three
to gix volers to tuke some good Republioan
paper, it he would try. 1 do not insist that he
shall 50 act In behalf of this or of any partien-
lar journal, but that he shall indoce sach
voter within the sphere of his influsence to take
snch Republican papar, whether it be olassed
as political or raligions, as shall prove most
aoceptable. One will take a Baptist, Mutho-
dist, or temperanos paper, who would not ba
induoed to take another. Persuade each to
tuke that which he may prafer: but let us try
to begin the new year with half a million
volers who took mo paper in 1567 taking a
ood  one for the momentous year 1565,
teader, look aronnd yon, and ses how and
where your duty in the premises shall ba fitly
and faithfully acoomplished |

Houace (JEERLEY.
g

A Word More About Impeachment,
From the N. Y. Nalion.

One meets constantly, both in lterature,
snd philosophy, and politics, with men who
are addioted Lo cramming into their heads Idons
which are too big for thelr brains, and which,
consy quently, produce acnte mental nflamua.
tion, showing {tsel! jn rant and bombast. Mr.
Williams, i we may judge from the ‘‘report'

on the fwpeachment of Preaident Johnson
which he has ap @d to the evidenoce col-
leoted by the Judiclgry Commities, ls ons of
these, apd not the t remarkable. ILis
#y ptoms are ocertainly as grave as those of
apy vase which has recently coms nader our
notice, My, Boutwell and the rest of the
fuajorily seem, too, to have beeun fully con.
scious of the uufortnnate geubleman's coundl-

desire

GRAPH—PHILADELFPHIA,

tion, fonsmuch ay they were very caralal to
tention that it was b who wrpls the feporl,
belng apparently unwilling to inear the saspi-

olon of abariug i bis malady, What has
l»runrhl Mr. Willlams to grief 18 the aotion,
which he maked fantic but ansuocesstul

oflorts to develop, that in Andrew Johinson
the majority of the Committes hind got hold of
a great historfoal charsoter of the Stuart and
surafford type, whose abllities and wickedness
iade his possession of power dangerons to
the State, aud whose removal, therclore, was a
duty as delioate a8 it was awiul,

There {4 certainly some resemblanos bhetwesn
Mr. Johnson and Charles [ or James 11, hat
Me, Willinms bas apparently very little ides
in what it consists, §]‘Lm President Is like the
Stuarte in haviog very loose notions of the
pature Aud fopetions eithér of the legislatnre
or of the executive, and in fanoying that the
latter 15 the real depositary of ths sovereignty
¢ven in A copstitutional government, the
fortuer beiog rather an adviser than o law
giver. He has set ont his opinions, too, in
much the game temper and with a similar

waut of slocerity. Hat hers the parallel
ceases. Nothing can  be possibly more
nulike than the relations of the Stuarts
to the [English oation and thoss of

our worthy “Chief Magistrate'' to the Ameri
oan natiop, and pothing bat the nervous dis-
order we have mentioned wonld have lad Mr.
Williams to fancy there was any aualogy
between them. The erisis, too, throngh
which the conmtry I8 passing is & womentous
one, no doabt: but it is not Mr. Johnson's
faults and follies which have made it go, and
his impeachment or removal would, therefore,
not remove any of the real deilvalties lo the
national path. The buosiness of impenching
him i& not vow and never was a weighty or
important business in the eyes of anybody
exoept the pmall knot of supernaturally illn-
minsted politicians who bave taken it in
hand.

Whethar the North would reap the fiits of its
victory in the fleld, after the lighting was over,
Lias all slopg depended not on what Andrew
Johnson did or said, or what Mr. Stevens or
Mr. Wade or Mr. Bontwell said or did, or
what anybody else said or did, but on the
temper and persistence of the Northern
people.  In every great struoggle, whether in
war or peace, it is only a small nnmber of
master-minds who can take in the whole fisld
and see where the key of the position really
lies, and on what combination of cireumstanoes
the fortunes of the day will turn., The cown-
mon run of politiclans and soldiers are pretty
gute to fasten on some trifling matter of only
collateral importance, and see in it, to use the
gorgeoud balderdash of Mr. Williams, at onca
‘ta master-key'” and *'a centre of gravity,”
and make & fusgs about it in the loverse ratlo
of the value of their opinions,

We might illustrate this copiously from
the chronicles both of the late war and
of the last two years, if we had spaoce.
Ons of the most striking examples of the foree
of this tendency hins been what we may call,
wa bLope withont offense, the impeachment
eraze. For a yearand a balf & numbser of
well-menning, as well as some ill-meaning
persons have been fully persuaded that unless,
by hook or by erook, Andrew Johuson could
be got out of the Presidential chair, all was
lost, and have been trying, but with a very
swall messure of success, to win the publio
over to their way of thinking, As is unsual
with a certain class of minds, the more they
thought of thelr scheme, the more import-
ant it appeared; and the more important it
appeared, the wore stupendons a villain An-
drew Jolnson became. He started before
them as simply a very indecent brawler, whose
presenve In the Whits Honge wns a national
dizgrace, no doubt, but who was simply a dis-
grace—nothing more. As the chiase continned
be grew into an oflender agninst morality, then
a seller of pardons, then a conspirator against
the nation, then the preparer of a coup d'drat,
and finally General Butler ran him to earth as
& common assassin,

But all this was done by dint of hallooing
and jpginuating, No proofs were forthcoming,
and, in order to put a good face on this litile
defect, it was given out that the prools were
too awful to be laid befors the pnhﬁl- till the
Committes was ready to report, and the mem-
bers were bound to secresy under the most
solemn sanctions. We have waited with bated
breath mors than o year for the opening of the
Lag, and now Mr. Williama has opened it and
displays ita contents with a showman’s mag-
niloguence, But it turns out, as we have over
aud over snggested in these columns, that he
has nothing to show that we did not all know
already. The secresy was apparently intended
simply to heighten the effect of a rather sorry
farce. Two-thirds of the charges are simply
oflenses for which the only propar punishgent
is non-redlection and public reprobation,

There could be hardly a bettar illustration of
the disessed condition of Mr. William's politi-
cal sense than the snnmeration amongst Mr.
Johweon’s “high crimes and misdemesnors'
of bis baving vetoed bills he ought to have
approved, and having advised Legislatures to
reject a constitotional amendment which he
ought to have advized them to adopt. Why,
if the President might be impeached for offenses
of this sort, 80 might every member of Con-
grees be impenched for voting against avy bill
which the majority chose to proncunce essen-
tial to tha national safoly, uml sv might every
wewber who made stump gpesches against
a copstitutional amendment. The President
Las just as muoh legal right to veto wrongly
a8 8 Seuator to vole wrongly, just as muoch
right to argue against 4 conslitutional amend-
meul as a Benator to argue for it, We think
Mr. Johnson hus Deen wrong, and perhaps
from bad motives, in nearly al? his vgtoes and
in nearly all bis recommendations; but if he is
to véto when the majority in Congress says
Le may, and only Lo recommend what they
presoribe, his office becomus a ridiculons sine-
care,

Nearly all the charges, too, are old and well
worn. The pardoning of the Virgloinn de-
gerters, if true, was a bad and corrupt act; but
bad us 1t was, and corrupt as it was, it was no
worge than other Presidents have dooe, and
than other officials are constantly doing; aud
though we ahould like to see Mr. Johuson
puuished for it, we should not like to see the
country couvulsed, recomstruction delayed,
and the publio oredit imparilled in order to
have it done, The power of fmpssohmant is
not lodged in the hands of the House for the
purpose of affording striking examples of
poetic justice, or for delightiong the lover of
pure morality with the spectacle of wicked
men brought to grief and disoomflturs, It is
lodged in their hands, lke all their other
pewers, for the publio good, and is to be nsed
or not used, not to meel any theory of abstraot
right or wrong, but as the public interests
may seew to require,

Wae do not kwvow of any ruole of morality
which demands that the poor shall bs kept
suffering, the funances of & great sation da-
ranged, scandal brought on free govarnment,
and the whols community convulsed and tha
machinery of adwinistration almost paralyzed
simply that Audrew Johnson, of Tennssges,
may be chastised for belng ruffianly in spacoh
and demeanor, aud for having, after phssing
thirty years of his life a8 s pro-slavery dema-
gogue, failled iy playing the part of gu enlighi-
ened Christlan stateswan, The psople Lo by
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unished, as it seeme to us, are those who,
Lm-u-mg hig eharacter and antecedents, nomi-
pated him io the Convention; and the proper
repedy for Lia onse §a not to do the liks again.
As long as the whole tanor of a man's life
counts for nothing in the selection of candi-
dates, or ocau be covered over by a few
harangues or A fow exeorations, snoh cases will
ocenur; and it is not the chent, but those who
give him the chauee of chenting, who ought
to be oalled to account for it.

When he removed the generals last snm
wer, we feared, 88 we sard at the time, that
hie did go for the purpons of putting meun in
their place who wounld use their powera to
frustrate the Congressional plan of recounstroo-
tion., Had this proved true, Mr. Willinms
would Lave a chargs to make on the strength
of which we should be all agreed. But it haa
pot proved true. Nothing very mischisvons
bins followed the removal of the gensrals. It
confirms our bad opinion of the President, and
bas probably exerted a bud iunflusnce on the
Sonthern wwind, but impeachment is not a
proper means of punishing men for the remote
snd indirect bad consequences of acts in them-
selves lawfal,

One does not need lo possess any very ex-
traordinary amonot of wisdom to ba abls to
guy that now, as lwo years ago, no single
move in this reconstruction bosiness, no single
man, poszezses paramount fmportanca. The
e:gential thing is that ths Northern people bs
kept earnest, persistent, high-minded, and
satisfled with the Republican party. If for
auy reason it is driven or seducad into taking
the power away from the Republican party,
we gliall fenr the worst for the future. The
freedmen will be endangered, the pablic oradit
will be endangersd, the national honor, and
even the memory of the dead, will be enian
gered, EBvery ocongideration, high and low,
mnkes it desirable that the country be not dis-
gusted with the present holdera of power. It
is for this reason that we have, during tha
Jast two years, declaimed incessantly, and at
constant risk of being misunderstood, against
the tendency of Republican leadera in Con-
gress to abuge or waste their influenca, When
Mr, Stavems was preaching confiscation, gag-
ging the opposition, and harrying important
bills throngh Congreas without debats; when
Mr. Boutwell was threatening the Suprema
Court with abolition, and exoluding the whole
Southern bar from practice in the United
States Courts; when Mr. Banks was humilisting
every sensible man in the country with his
Fenian ‘“‘reports;” and when Messrs. Batler,
Ashley & Co. were crying night and day for
fwpeachment, we felt satistied that though
these gentlemen flattered fWemselves they
were strikivg deadly blows at the ensmy,
they were in reality allenating their own fol-
lowars, and that if they kapt at their work,
though they might gucceed in pouring ont
many vials on the heads of Mr. Johnson and
the Rebels, they would probably end in tho-
roughly sickening the conntry of themselves
and their performances, and bring the whole
process of reconstruction, a8 the Republican

party bad planned it, to a stand-still. It must |

uow be couféssed those who were of this way
of thinking, and they were many, have proved
to be not very far wrong. It is not yet too
Iate for the majority in Congress to retrace its
m:‘!m and turn to serions things.

Lhe work befors it is to bring the South
back to the Union on the basis of equal rights,
and not to punish the President or provide
farms for negroes or remodel the Amaerican
Government, Lven if it were well to do all
these things, it cannot do them, Would it
not new be well to turn to the essential, aud
abandon all elsa ! The impeachment scheme
has apparently found a fitting grave in Mr.
Willisnms’ rhetoric, and it is a striking and
gignificant fact that General Butler, who waa
sent to Congress with a loud flourish of trum-
wis for the express purpose of riding this
hoblby, has already abandoned it and Is engaged
in the pleasing task of persuading Cengress to
adopt a conrse with regard to the public debt
which, whatever it might do *‘to lighten the
public burdens,” would so thoroughly damn
American credit that the public wonld pro-
bubly never be troubled with any olher bur-

den in the shape of debt, let it want money |

ever go much, within the next two cenlaries
at leaat.

e —— e
Genernl Grant and the War Department,
Frow the N, Y. Herald,

The radionl Copgressmen &t Washington,
according to the statement of their organ in
this oity, are extremely anxious to get Genaral
Grant out of the War Department, and are

busily employed in hunting up all maoner of
laws whifh they hope may {mvu a tendsucy to
cut short Lis term of office, One act passed in
1863, providing that any hesd of a buresu
appointed by the Pregident in an emergency
gball not serve for a longer period than six
wonths, is regarded as applioable to the actin
Secretary of War, If this should be l’mmﬁ
luoperative in his case, then an act of 1557,
fl'u\-"u'ling that no detail shall be muds by the
'resident, aa Commander-in-Chief, that shall
extend beyond the space of six months, is
relicd npon a8 termiuating General Grant's
terms of offive in the War Department in Fob-
ruary pext, In *: meantime, while the radl-
ouls are displaying all their restlessness,
jealopsy, and annoyanoe, the army estimates
are ont dewn under Grant's admirable admin-
{etration nearly sixteen million dollara, This
smount s saved to the country in a slugle
year by the acting Becrotary’s system of re-
trenchment, while the efliciency of the army is
increased instead of diminished,

The factis, General Grant has long besn
#atisfied Lhat the offices of General of the Army
and Secretary of War should be guited in ons
pereon,  When he commenced his work of
army retrenchment, immediately after Loea's
surrender, be fonnd himself suddenly cheaked
by t ¢ aathority of Stanton, backed by the
approval of President Lincoln, It bad bwn
the desire of Grant o pat the army, without
any loas of time, &s nesrly npgn & foot.
ing a¢ the then condition of th uaﬂﬂ“{ would
warsant. To this end he prooesded rapldly with
the work of mustering ous the yoluntasr regi-
wents, oniting downﬂ;ﬂd‘ disposing of army
aupplies, and getld o
taﬂ?ll«.'ln 18 who l.lfd -:‘wmm““" and whose only

B

daty consisted of drawing their pay. Quarter-
| masters, commlissaries and other epauletied
idlers folt the efleul of his pruning-koifs. Bat
& political Fraasurr‘ was brought to bear npon
Stanton and Lineoln, and the work of retrench-
ment was stopped.  As soom as Grant obtainsd
poesession of the War Department it waas re-
sumed, and the result has been an immediate
saving of nearly sixtesn million dollars from
Btanton’s estimates for a single year, and the
curtailment of expenditures in every direction
in equal proportion.

Thess practical reaults will satisfy the paople
that there is sound senge in Grant's viewa in
relation to the union of the two oflices of Gene-
ral of the Army and Sgoretary of War, The
former, aa the hend of the military of the
United States, subject only to the Commandar-
in-Chief, ghould not have & political power ex-
ercieed over him to cripple his plans and in-
terfere with his administration. The General
is the proper adviser of the President on all
army matters, and should be a membar of the
Cabinet. Now that such an office has been
created, & Beoretary of War is no longer ne-
cessary. General Grant's conrse has entirely
digposed of all partisan agitation over Stan-
ton's removal, and the best thing Congress oan
do is to pmvi&u for the abolition of the office
of Becretary of War, and turn over all the
duties of the Department to the Genersl of the
Army.
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